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Special Messages
This manual covers how to use Tape MELLO-FI, provides a comprehensive look at its
features, and details how to download and activate it. First, some important messages:

Specifications Subject to Change:

The information contained in this manual is correct at the time of printing. However, Arturia
reserves the right to change or modify any of the specifications or features without notice
or obligation.

IMPORTANT:

The software, when used in combination with an amplifier, headphones or speakers, may
be able to produce sound levels that could cause permanent hearing loss. DO NOT operate
for long periods of time at a high volume or at a level that is uncomfortable.

If you encounter any hearing loss or ringing in your ears, please consult an audiologist.

NOTICE:

Service charges incurred due to lack of knowledge relating to how a function or a feature
works (when the software is operating as designed) are not covered by the manufacturer’s
warranty, and are therefore the owner's responsibility. Please study this manual carefully
and consult your dealer before requesting additional support.



Introduction

Congratulations on your purchase of Tape MELLO-FI.

Thank you for purchasing Tape MELLO-FI, an audio effect plug-in crafted to give you an
intuitive and inspiring musical journey and based on the sound of the legendary Mellotron
tape-playback keyboard instrument.

Excellence is placed at the heart of every Arturia product, and Tape MELLO-FI is no
exception. Explore the presets, tweak a few controls, get lost in the features - dive as deeply
as you like.

Be sure to visit the www.arturia.com website for information on all our other inspiring
hardware and software instruments, effects, MIDI controllers, and more. They have become
indispensable tools for many visionary artists around the globe.

Musically yours,

The Arturia team

http://www.arturia.com/
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1. WELCOME TO TAPE MELLO-FI!

Thank you for purchasing Tape MELLO-FI. Arturia has developed some of the most
respected and innovative synthesizers, MIDI controllers, virtual instruments, and effects in
the world.

Tape MELLO-FI is a powerful lo-fi effect plug-in derived from our Mellotron V software
instrument. It allows you to impart the unique sonic character of a vintage Mellotron to any
audio track in a recording project. Exceedingly simple to use, it provides instantly audible
results and can be just the thing to make a track stand out and cause your listeners to
wonder how you got “that” sound.

Essentially, Tape MELLO-FI makes any audio track sound like it is being played from vintage
analog tape. (Note that Tape MELLO-FI is not a virtual instrument itself. You’ll want Mellotron
V for that.)

1.1. What Is a Mellotron?

Invented by Hal Chamberlin, the Mellotron was essentially the original sampler. Instead
of recording sounds into digital memory — which didn’t exist in any practical form in the
1960s — it used analog tape. The idea was to let musicians play recorded sounds of real
instruments like strings and brass using an organ-like keyboard.

Credit: Wikimedia Commons

Credit: Museum of Making Music via Wikimedia Commons

� �)+,)#�����*�)���&,�$���(���������������$�'%��+'���(�����������

https://www.arturia.com/products/analog-classics/mellotron-v/overview
https://www.arturia.com/products/analog-classics/mellotron-v/overview


Inside the Mellotron was a rack of tapes — one for each note. Pressing a key did two things:
It squeezed the tape between a capstan and pinch roller so that it would move and pressed
a play head onto the tape so that sound would be heard. The tapes were not loops. Instead,
there was enough tape for approximately eight seconds of sound before you had to lift the
key, triggering an auto-rewind mechanism for that note.

Models date back to 1959 and were originally intended as an alternative to the home organ,
with features like entire band accompaniment tracks playable from the left of two side-by-
side keyboards.

The most popular model was the M400, which was released in the late 1960s and portable
enough for some bands to take on the road. It featured three-track tapes; a knob moved the
play heads to different tracks so the player could select different instrument sounds. If you
wanted more sounds, you had to change out the entire tape bank!

Still, the Mellotron was the first instrument that let the keyboard player sound like an
orchestra, and can be heard in the hands of artists such as the Moody Blues and, of course,
for the iconic flute intro on “Strawberry Fields” by The Beatles.

1.2. Why Is the Mellotron Lo-Fi?

Tape degrades over time even under the best usage conditions. When you’re repeatedly
hammering it with play heads and shuttling it back and forth between play and rewind
phases, that’s a lot more wear and tear than just listening to an album on tape at home.

Plus, no mechanical playback system is perfect, let alone a vintage one amplifying the
sound with vintage electronics.

These things contributed to the Mellotron having a signature sound, which became more
pronounced with age and wear. So many aspects of musical equipment were once
considered imperfections but are now sought-after: the quirks of a B-3 organ, the way
vacuum tubes distort when driven hard, the 8-bit sampler sound, and the character of
Mellotron tapes.

Tape MELLO-FI lets you dial in as much or as little of this character as you want, using a
simple yet powerful set of controls.

Credit: Museum of Making Music via
Wikimedia Commons

�)+,)#�����*�)���&,�$���(���������������$�'%��+'���(����������� �





https://www.arturia.com/products
https://www.arturia.com/login
https://www.arturia.com/support/downloads&manuals























































	User Manual
	Tape MELLO-FI
	Special Thanks
	Direction
	Development
	Design
	Sound Design
	Testing
	Tutorials
	Manual
	Beta Testing

	Special Messages
	Specifications Subject to Change:
	IMPORTANT:
	NOTICE:

	Introduction
	Congratulations on your purchase of Tape MELLO-FI.

	Table Of Contents
	Welcome to Tape MELLO-FI!
	What Is a Mellotron?
	Why Is the Mellotron Lo-Fi?
	Tape MELLO-FI Features

	Activation and First Start
	Compatibility
	Download and Install
	Arturia Software Center (ASC)

	Working with Plug-ins
	Audio and MIDI Settings


	Overview
	The User Interface
	Stereo and Dual Mono Modes
	Common Behaviors
	Value Pop-Ups
	Double-Click for Default
	Right-Click for Fine Adjustment
	Control Descriptions


	Main Menu
	Preset Functions
	New Preet
	Save Preset
	Save Preset As
	Import
	Export

	Resize Window
	Maximize View Button
	Tutorials
	Help
	About


	Selecting Presets
	The Preset Browser
	Searching Presets
	Using Tags as a Filter
	Types
	Styles

	Banks

	The Results Pane
	Sorting Presets
	Liking Presets
	Featured Factory Presets
	Shuffle Button

	Preset Info Section
	Preset Info Quick Menu
	Editing Info for Multiple Presets

	Preset Name Pane
	The Arrows
	Drop-Down Browser


	Main Control Panel
	Preamp Section
	Drive
	Boost Button
	Automatic Gain Compensation

	Tone
	Tone Button

	Noise
	VU Meter

	Tape Section
	Wow and Flutter
	Wear
	Mechanics

	Tape Stop
	Flywheel
	Tape Stop Button
	Stop Speed Menu

	Output Section
	Bypass Switch
	Output
	Filter


	The Lower Toolbar
	Control Description Area
	Stereo Width
	Tape Catch-Up
	Bypass
	Undo, Redo, and History
	Undo
	Redo
	History
	CPU Meter
	Panic

	Have Fun!

	Software License Agreement

